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In the event of a weather-related or other emer-
gency, the Prince Edward County Public School of-
ficials do their best to make timely decisions regard-
ing closings, delayed openings, or early dismissals.  

Once decisions are made, it is our goal to com-
municate clearly any changes in schedules to parents 
and staff, as soon as possible. Parents will receive 
Instant Alert messages. Be reminded that teachers do 
not receive Instant Alert messages unless they have 
children in PECPS.

The Transportation Supervisor for Prince Edward 
County Public Schools travels major and side roads 
to see if they are suitable for school bus travel.  He 
and the Division Superintendent confer before mak-
ing a final decision.  During inclement weather, 
schools are either closed all day or they will open 
two hours late.  If necessary, school may dismiss ear-
ly.  Decisions about closings and delayed openings 
are made by 5:30 a.m. on the day of the event.  Deci-
sions on early dismissals are ideally made no later 
than 11:00 a.m. on the day of the event.  If schools 
are closed for the entire day or if they close early, the 
high school administration will determine whether 
extra-curricular activities will be held.  Generally, 
sports or practices and games are cancelled or post-
poned in these instances.

Parents may check the school division web site at 
www.pecps.k12.va.us  or call the school announce-
ment hotline at 315-2101. In addition, several radio 
and televisions stations are notified of cancellations, 
early dismissals, or delayed openings.  They include 
the following:

Inclement weather procedure

Cable television - Channel 2
WTVR - Channel 6
WRIC - Channel 8
WWBT - Channel 12
WSET - Channel 13

WFLO  95.7
WCVE 88.9
WBBC 93.5
WXJK 101.3
WRQV/WRLX  94.5

In case 

WVHL 92.9 
WRVA  AM 1140
WVTF 89.1
WPAK  AM 1490

www.pecps.k12.va.us

Submitting web site material
The division web site is 

an effective vehicle to keep 
parents, students, and mem-
bers of the community in-
formed about the education 
of our children. The school 
division has established 
a process for the flow of 
information from division 
employees and stakehold-
ers to the web site. 

All web site material 
from schools and depart-
ments should submitted 
by teachers and staff to the 
school administrator or di-
rector assigned to upkeep 
schools’ or departments’ 
web pages. Schools and de-
partments must designate 
one  administrator for this 
task, and disseminate this 

information throughout the 
school or department.

Members of the com-
munity can submit web 
site material directly to Dr. 
Roy Echeverria by e-mail. 
(Roy.Echeverria@pecps.
k12.va.us)

Schools and departments 
are responsible for proof-

it snows . . .

Early dismissal for all schools
12:30 p.m., Dec. 18 and 19

Winter break begins after classes or exams, Friday, Dec. 19.
Second semester begins Monday, Jan. 5

The Prince Edward County Public Schools hosted a community breakfast Nov. 18 to strength-
en the partnership between the schools and the community and to explore how the school can 
contribute to the economic development of the county.  In attendance were members of the 
Prince Edward County Board of Supervisors, with Mr. “Buckie” Fore giving remarks address-
ing the support for the schools.  Dr. Patricia Watkins, Superintendent of Schools, highlighted 
future plans for the school district which included a strong emphasis in math and science as 
well as career and technical partnerships.

Community breakfast

see Web site, back page
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Ashley Dickhoff
earns chorus spot

Maintaining a balanced 
budget is essential for the 
school division.  Just as im-
portant is funding the new 
initiatives implemented by 
the school board for the 
2008-2009 school year. 
These initiatives include 
Advanced Placement class-
es and Career Vocational 
classes; AVID and Project 
Adventure; and a safe en-
vironment for all children 
through bus cameras and 
school facility cameras.   

Funding comes from 
state funds, federal pro-
gram grants, and local 
government funds from 
the Prince Edward County 
Board of Supervisors.  A 
federal grant of $10,000 

was received for Advanced 
Placement classes.  State 
and local funding supports 
the Career Vocational class-
es, AVID, and Project Ad-
venture.  Security cameras 
were purchased with funds 
received from the Quality 
Zone Academy Bond and 
site improvement funds.

With any budget, person-
al or business, monitoring 
expenditures is of the ut-
most importance to ensure 
funds are being spent in a 
wise and efficient manner.  
The finance department is 
pleased to serve the School 
Board in its initiatives to 
promote the education 
and achievements for all 
PECPS students. 

Money matters
From the finance department

As teachers, staff and 
parents of Prince Edward 
County Public School 
students, we can make a 
difference in whether chil-
dren are ready to learn. 
The school breakfast pro-
gram can help. It provides 
a nutritious breakfast nec-
essary to maintain a child’s 
energy level until lunch. 
The school cafeterias offer 
a varying menu including 
scrambled eggs, French 
toast, waffles, pancakes, 

Energize mind,
body with breakfast

toast, cereal, fruit, milk, 
and 100 percent fruit juice. 

Breakfast is the one meal 
that can be most closely 
connected with academic 
performance. Studies show 
that kids who skip break-
fast have lower attention 
spans and lower test scores 
and are more likely to have 
conduct disorders. Some 
children who skip breakfast 
may go up to 20 hours be-
tween meals (from a 6 p.m. 
dinner to the next day’s 
lunch). 

Breakfast is vital to meet-
ing the National Education 
Goal, set by Congress in 
1994, that “all children will 
start school ready to learn.” 
Hungry children are less 
attentive, less well behaved 
and are more frequently 
absent and tardy. A hungry 
child may disrupt the entire 
class. 

Students who eat break-
fast generally increase their 
grades, increase attentive-
ness, have fewer visits to 
the nurse’s office and fewer 
discipline referrals. That is 
why it is important that we 
as a school district promote 
school breakfasts to our 
students. For our children 
to do well in the classroom 
they must have their minds 
on their assignments, not 
their stomachs. 

 

reading and ensuring that 
web site material is appro-
priate, written properly and 
free of spelling errors. (See 
Media Guide under Ac-
countability, Research and 
Technology Department.) 

School administrators 
and directors must send 
web page material to the di-
vision web site team, with 

a copy to the web master, 
Beverly Newman (Bev-
erly.Newman@pecps.k12.
va.us), and Dr. Echeverria. 
Monthly division web site 
team assignments can be 
found under Accountabil-
ity, Research and Technol-
ogy Department.

The web site team re-
views and approves mate-
rial on a daily basis.

With the exception of 
school daily announce-
ments, all information and 

Drama team wins 
district, goes to 
state competition 
  The PECHS drama team 
took fifth place in state 
competition in Charlot-
tesville Dec. 1, after a first 
place win in the district, 
with its production of Dark 
of the Moon by John Sand-
ford. Senior Khiry Palmer 
garnered one of eight act-
ing awards in state com-
petition, after earning the 
Best Actor honor in region-
al and district competition. 
A regional fourth place act-
ing award went to Katisha 
Sargeant. 

Web site 
cont. from page 1

Hampden-Syd-
ney College Pres-
ident Dr. Walter 
M. Bortz III 
and Mrs. Bortz 
presented a copy 
of the Scholastic 
Children’s Dic-
tionary to each 
second grade 
student at Prince 
Edward County 
Elementary 
School  Dec. 3. 
The activity was 
coordinated by 
Mrs. Joyce Keith.

You can 
look it up

documents should be sub-
mitted to the division web 
site team two days prior to 
the intended posting date.

All information and 
documents should be sub-
mitted in electronic format, 
including photographs, and 
should state “web site” in 
the subject area of the e-
mail. 

Any suggestions, includ-
ing complaints, concerning 
the web site should be sub-
mitted to Dr. Echeverria.

 PECMS eighth grader  
Ashley Dickhoff has been 
selected for the District 
III Workshop Chorus, for 
eighth and ninth grade stu-
dents. District III includes 
Richmond-area schools 
as well as Prince Edward, 
Amelia, Lunenburg, Notto-
way and Appomattox. Ash-
ley auditioned at Thomas 
Dale High School in Ches-
ter, singing a section of 
the Gloria from Haydn’s 
Heiligmesse.  She ranked 
ninth of the 120 altos who 
auditioned.

  More than 150 children 
and parents attended Holi-
day A.R. Night Dec. 4. 
The event was organized 
by Mrs. Mindy Morris 
and Mrs. Virginia Morgan.  
Students completed 237 
book quizzes and received 
prizes of books and sparkly 
AR pens.

Successful reading 
event at PECES

Seniors earn 
academic jackets
  Sixty seniors with overall 
GPAs of 3.0 or higher were 
awarded academic jack-
ets at the annual PECHS 
academic banquet Nov. 19.  
Senior Hannah Dykes pro-
duced a video featuring the 
honor students and impor-
tant events from their years 
in school.


